Retired general kills kidnaper during ambush
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Anarchic Aba is our kidnap capital
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JOJ Okoloagu, a retired general was ambushed by a gang of armed kidnappers at the Alaoji area of Aba on his
way to Port Harcourt.
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A gang of suspected gun-toting kidnapers, who have been kidnapping people unchallenged, by
merely shooting into the air and scaring both police and passersby alike, received a rude shock
yesterday as their targeted victim, turned out to be a retired general, shot dead one of the gang
members.

JOJ Okoloagu, a retired general, was ambushed by a gang of armed kidnappers at the Alaoji area
of Aba, on his way to Port Harcourt in company with his orderly and the driver.

Speaking from his hospital bed, Mr Okoloagu said he surprised one of the suspected kidnappers
who had come to drag him out of his car when he drew his pistol and fired the bullets at him.

He said that the kidnappers, after blocking his vehicle, started firing into the air while one of the
armed hoodlums demobilised his vehicle by blasting the four tyres. The Enugu State born former
officer said as one of them subsequently came to drag him out of his car.

“He thought I was a civilian and immediately he let his hands off the trigger, I pumped the whole
six rounds into his chest,” Mr. Okoloagu said.

He was also shot and wounded by the startled gang, along with his orderly who was shot in the
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hand.

Sensing that their mission was a failed one, with one of them down, the gang subsequently fled
after commandeering a vehicle which they used to carry away their slain colleague.

Mr. Okoloagu said he managed to escape into the bush with his orderly in the confusion that
followed, but regretted that his driver was critically wounded and is now in coma at a hospital.

He called on the federal government to get soldiers involved in arresting the insecurity by
rehabilitating abandoned army barracks in the Southeast zone. The Abia state police command’s
spokesperson, Ali Okechukwu said he can not immediately confirm the incident
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