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Afeter enduring 56 days of starvation and
motional

trauma in terrorists’ den,
309__schoolchildren from three schools in

were also picked up by security forces.
According to him, this weakened the
negotiating strength of the terrorists.

Tinubu celebrates,
commends security agencies

In his rea(i‘tior:i, Presigent Bolam'}'inubu
rire Local Government Area ressed profound joy at the success| rescue
and seven of their tenatch < 3 g!x?he children and jtheir teachers. He praised
regained n the h‘ear].(l)icth e"rgli-ltista of tt}klle Is)escsunt% &gencllies.
i joi joni i i es)  the , the and the police,
g“me’ i %l;-:;?, fationinvolvin b (omrkﬁl round m'Z clock in the last 56 days
b mren?—e,ﬁe m the DS, to secure the release of the abducted children
Nine of the terrorists were killed during _ and their teachers without any collateral
the tion while others were __damage and for arresting eight of the abductors

- and are in custody. B ~and neutralising others. :
) e The President regret}t]ed the anguish thatbtéhe
s children and their teachers, as well as members
Freed schoolchlldren, of their families andhthe e&\lire nation, h?:ve
3 experienced since the sad occurrence. or
tig&ggsmﬂﬂggis n!?rzsm o pupits gﬁgperating with the Federal Government in

and teachers looked emac

ciated and weak but

rescue efforts, Tinubu commended the Oyo
were evidently joyful in a video posted by the

d Oy
State Government and charged it to ensure

: A adequate security around schools across the
residential spokesman, Mr Bayo Onanuga. state.

e manner they hungrily attacked the A statement by the presidential spokesman,
snacks provided {orthemshowed that they Bayo Onanuga, quoted the president as saying; “1
had been starved in the custody of their am profoungly appy that our security forces
abductors. They nonetheless noisily
chorused their appreciation to President

successfully rescued the abducted pupils and
teachers from Orire, Ogbomosoin O 0
after a military, police and mlelgxfgenc&dnven
operation that neutralised some

Bola Tinubu and the nation's security

agendies for their efforts in securing their

Oyo State today
freedom. In the vid

the vi incipal vil d the " f nﬁ
eo, the vice princ that trated the evil act an arrest of el
of Community Grammar Schgol. Mrs 0&,@? i 7
Alamu Folawe, who was surrounded by “This successful military operation has ended
(\\tilwlr)f:ec(d1 captives said, “\’\i-‘areqmleﬁlz the siege and stan
Mr President, s

i. We understand your
commitment to our safety, and we
apprecateall youdid forus Every secumty
™ operative tried so much and that is why
weare still alive now. We are very grateful

doff of over 50 dax‘seand has
brought relief to the entire nation and the affected
families in particular. On behalf of the country, I
€xpress my gratitude to the officers and men of our
armed forces, the intelligence

q agﬁncks and the
eryg lice for the safe rescue of the children and their
toyou. Thank you very much,’ sheadded. %a«‘hers, - K
s Folawe had been h"’“*‘i‘ﬁj)m‘ 10uS "My government will get justice for these
propaganda footage released by terronsts children’and their teachers and
where she was seen pieading with the

government to give their abductors
whatevertheywanted.

Rescue operation

One source with direct knowledgeof the
matter told an online newquz)er.
PREMIUM TIMES that military

srsonnel sabotaged food supply to the
orest reserve where the terrorists were

for the family of
Mr Oyedokun, who the terrorists gruesomely
murdered. I must commend the government of
Ovo State for working Cooperatively with us in
bringing this unfortunate incident to a
successiul end,” the President said. He then
directed that the €mergency agencies work
with the Oyo State Government to provide all
necessary medical and relief support to the
children and the teachers.

camping. This, the source said, made the A big relief for all of us
group run out of supplies, i ~ Vv Makinde
He added that some associates of the —Go

bductors who live outside their camps Governor Seyi Makinde, who said he was
o >
|

B

: welcome development.

overjoyed over the rescue thanked the Service
con?mznders,theDSS, military and President] Bola
Tinubu saying it was “a big relief for all of us”. He
also expi gratitude tothe press “for mounting

pressure on

Ina statement mueg later by the Commissioner
for Information, Prince Dotun Oyelade, the state
government described the

ressed gratitude over the safe retum of the
ExPaﬁer gratt vel : n

mehdnas a _sigmﬁcgnt

Victory in the fight against kidnapping and a

virlxdjztyationoﬁtsm to pay ransom to cnminals.
t

g
insecurity through %rincipled and sustainable
measures rather Cing criminal networks.

rding to the statement: “We are happy to
report to our people in Oyo State that our dchYmn
and teachers at Oriire have been released from
caplivity."
s de described the successful release
as a major test of the administration's resolve
against criminal elements,

al ele , stressing that the
govemnment resisted intense pressure to embrace
Wwhatitdescribed asa “quick-fix" solutionby paying
ransom to the kidnaj

) nappers.

According to him, Governor Seyi Makinde's
adnumsuauondemonsu'atedcomageandstmt ic
leadership by refusing to throw money at bane((hpts
in exchange for the victims' freedom, maintaining
thpt‘sugtl’l, payments k;:'lould only encourage

strengthen kidnapping syndicates and
fuel further attagjsq. Ay
He said the govenment's approach reflected its
determination to confront insecurity through
pragmatic and sustainable measures rather than
actions capable of embol i

Idening criminal
seeking to destabilise the i FoF

Jlis country.

The  commissioner reaffirmed  the
admmlstmnon'smmmihnemtopmte«ﬁnqthelives
and property of residents X

while continuing to work
closely with security agencies to rid Oyo State
of kidnapping and other vi

olent crimes,
Eight weeks of agony has ended —
Husband of freed Oyo principal,
Prof Alamu

1 : o State
described the VICmS' release as the eng (0(
glght woolst lo( gngulxsh, while calling on the
overnment to draw lessons from the tes s
to ruvei‘gla recurrence. PR incdent
peaxing with Saturday Vanc uard afte
newsof lheannounn:mnnl r} the \1dllms’ M:-li\;r
P;ofessor Alamu said the family had endured
weeks of emotional traymg before Teceiving the

. and m

Also Board of
xeactmg Chairman of the

Trustees of .;.he National Parent _Teache‘l;
Agsociaﬁqn of Ni en‘:.he , Chief

ts. . . " ith Saturday
sp“eakinlgem an interview wit Th‘:

, . /a
miljtalyiorme[ea'sl. ‘&Sdeznm ]f;‘,,’d for the
. It shows thal military
mo‘geabdm they can nse up to !h‘g
cecasion. However, we want the gov

Reep equipping and motivating our military and
- alsar not to relent.

i those abducted in Borno and Kogi
e b thers <t in Captiviy. We want the

vernment to do everything f"’ss‘ e cies
ggmm thelr telease. V2 caﬁi‘lxl“{)u?;ﬁildmn and
gy bfs?é:c;;mhgh in captivity must be
released,” he stal in captivity,
Recall that after spend g O vater! i some

ils, students and teachers O
puh‘:)ol's in Oriire Local Government Ar?ﬁd(\’xdms
sscme g Fﬁdg&r‘el Bomo “tlx%‘hl Senatorial
'Sel‘mm{d‘:kgg;ed i N%xg._in his reaction
ilespeakingon Channels Aision prog ne,
vlg‘lilti*s Today, c?gmmended the secunty @gex}%cjﬁs
for “taking the fight to the terrorists” saying "t
is the “-st time that real rescue is being doneM. .

Recall that the victims were abducted on May
toree schools 1n the Exicle. and Yawota

n -
gﬁuﬁﬁg osf Cl)xme Local Govenment Area.
The affected schools were Communif Gmml:na;
School, Baptist Nursery and Primary Sct
LA Primary School, where the attackers kidnapped
39 pupilsand seven teachers, including a princij
e attack claimed the life of a teacher, Joel

Adesiyan, who was reportedly killed while
attempting to escape. Another teacher, Michael
Oyedokun, was also killed by the terrorists while
m%gna“bguction sparked widespread concern
across Oyo State and beyond, pmmpun?
intensi interventions by security agencies. It
also led the Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT) in
the state to embark on a month-long strike to
press for urgent action to secure the release of the
victims,

Throughout the ordeal, the Oyo State
Govemnment consistently maintained that it would
not pay ransom to kidnappers, insisting that
% to such demands would only embolden

i roups and undermine efforfs to combat
organiseg crime across the country.

Intrigues over the rescue
Meanwhile, intrigues are already playing
out over the ci the

Oyo schoolchildren and%heir
teachers. Governor Seyi Makinde had

ed to receive the rescued pupilsand their
eachers yesterday evening and called a press
briefing. But the press briefing was sud enly
postponed till today on the excuse that the
?ﬁtgemment_ officials would first hold
ussions with the abductees bef ore briefing

the press or allowi 1

ng any of them to nt

mterviews. R, o
It was gathered that attempts were bein

made to ﬁlm debrief the ab\'hur;ﬁ-x- |

ebr inorder to
avoid contradictions regarding the alleged
payment of ransom for (heir r¢ lease which
the state government has denied

The Federal Government is aleo re 1
1ent js ‘ported]
keen to ensure that the Oyo State (i s'.'anw,v?l
does not take sole credit for the
abductees. Given

&= release of the
- Current circums! es
therewas g Possibility that the abdu 1(\‘2?«(1-?1"
to be moved directly to Abuja, iollowing a
directive from the Inspector-General of Police
IGP).
l:was gathered tha
no

t Governor Makinde was

A aware that the ahdy, lees would be
released yesterday, |y was only after he
hat he had to rush back to

Ibadan. Upon his arrival, g direx tive came
mm(;an-suh-‘n(y l‘hul the abductees should
 Lmmediately o the mliar hospital

n Oyo State for pm;‘x-r ml atbeserion

' edical assessment
edical attention i
)



