Benue killings: Angry women, youths
block highway, demand govt ends

--2 killed, some injured as armed herdsmen clash with vigilantes
-.cult clash claims youth leader, one other,

attacks

By Peter Duru
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wave of killings allegedly
carried out by suspected

—armed herders in Apa and
neighbounng Agatu Local
Government Area of the
state.

This came as tension es-
calated in Agatu council,
following the killing of two
youths during a gun battle
with suspected armed
herdsmen at Atakpa com-
munity.

while, a deadly cult including the safe return of
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The Apa protest followed
fresh attacks on Edikwu-
Ankpali, Ikobi and Adija
communities in Apa, as
well as Atakpa in Agatu,
which reportedly left no
fewer than 16 persons dead
between last Friday and
Tuesday.

Demonstrators marched
through major streets of
Ugbokpo before blocking
the busy Otukpo-Oweto-
Abuja Federal Highway,
causing long hours of grid-
lock and leaving commut-
ers stranded. J

Carrying placards with
inscriptions such as “State-
ments are not enough, we
need action now,” “The
Governor must visit Apa-
Agatu,"” and “Lives are be-
ing lost, secure Apa-Agatu
now,” the protesters de-
manded immediate and
decisive intervention from
the government to halt the
ongoing violence.

One of the protest lead-
ers, Ochofie Odebugu, la-
mented what he described
as the continued silence of
both state and federal au-
thorities despite repeated
attacks on communities in
the area. He urged Gover-
nor Hyacinth Alia to visit
Apa and Agatu to assess the
situation firsthand and en-
gage directly with affected

residents. Odebugu called
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crackdown renewed attacks over the

for increased security de- Weekend in parts of Apa
ployment, including the es-
tablishment of security out-
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Another protest leader, Missing.
Igbe Bawa, léecried the dis- Fearing that the attack-

ers might extend their as-
sault into Agatu due to the
shared boundary, and con-
sidering that Agatu serves
as a link between Benue
and Nasarawa states, some
youths mobilised to the
border armed with dane
guns to stop the herders
from advancing and also
try to rescue missing per-
sons.

placement of residents,
noting that many people
had been forced to flee
their homes due to persis-
tent attacks,

He stressed that the pro-
tests would continue until
tangible results are seen,

ion of normal economic
ctivities, and rebuildin A
f affected communities. g Unfortunately, the herd-
The protesters further :Lst'ogl;‘t’i:'g‘:e:"ggg:;;g
ed the government to the youths at tl'le border.
€ ensuing gunfight led to

steps being taken to ad- the death of two of the

dress the crisis, insisting
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ble action are key to restor- s‘fﬁ}%‘:; hel::ijlll)r;(;;' Sdolead
ing public confidence. against undertaking the
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on defending their commu-
nities and searching for
missing persons from Sun-

injured as armed
herdsmen clash

. N day's attack. Sadly, the
with Benue vigillan- were overpowered by thg
tes superior firepower of the
In Aqgatu, local sources herdsmen, who carried AK-
$aid the incident, which oc- — 47 rifles," the source said.
curred on day after- The source further dis-

noon, also left some youths
injured, while others are
still unaccounted for.
According to a commu-
nity source, the clash erupt-
ed when a group of Agatu
youths mobilised to the
border between Agatu and
Apa Local Government Ar-
eas of the state to prevent
suspected herders from

closed that the violence has
forced residents living
along the affected route to
flee their homes for fear of
further attacks.

When contacted, the
Chairman of Agatu coun-
cil, Mr. Melvin Ejeh, said
he had yet to receive full de-
tails of what transpired.
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The situation took an
even more disturbing turn
with reports that some of
the attackers were
teenagers.Worried by the
development, the Chair-

man of Gwer West council, |

Mr. Victor Ormin vi

the homes and scenes of |

the attack.

According to the Special
Assistant to the Chairman on
Media, Publicity, and Stra-
tegic Communications, Tim-
othy Ajieje, the Chairman,
accompanied b
sional Police Officer (DPO)
of Naka, Charles Gazama

the situation firsthand, en-
gage grieving families, and
reinforce urgent security in- i
terventions aimed at halting ]
the disturbing trend.
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