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By Emmanuel Aziken

E Plateau Vanguard

for Democracy (PVD) has
vowed that the people of Pla-
teau State will not succumb to
renewed violence aimed at frac-
turing the fragile unity of the

1\ state, following the killing often
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We'll not be broken, PVD declares
after fresh Plateau killings

The victims were reported-
ly attacked by armed men
around 7:27 p.m. on Sunda
in a late evening assaulf tha
has once again thrown the
troubled locality into moumn-
ing. Three other persons sus-
tained serious injuries and
were rushed to nearby hospi-
tals for urgent treatment. As
of press time, details surround-
ing the circumstances of the
attack remained sketchy.

Reacting in a press state-
ment issued Tuesday by its

kesman, Chris Ishaku, the
g?‘l) described the attack asa
calculated attempt to deepen
fear and division among Pla-
teau's diverse communities.

“The people of Plateau State
will not be broken," Ishakude-
clared. “No amount of blood-
shed, intimidation or calcu-
lated violence will destroy our
collective resolve to live to-
gftherinpeace. Thosebehind

ese attacks seek to fracture
our unity, but they will fail.”

He said the state had en-
dured too much pain over the
years to allow itself to be

ushed into fresh cycles of

tred and reprisals.

'"We have endured toomuch
pain to allow ourselves to be
pushed into division. Plateau
?eople are stronger than the
orces of hatred. We will not

' sun'enderourlandtofeax;”h_e

added.

Calling for calm, Ishaku
urged citizens not to retreat
into ethnic or religious camps -
in the wake of the killings.

“This is not the time to re-
treat into ethnic or religious
camps. This is the time to
stand shoulder to shoulder as
one Plateau family. The blood

hnes, |keja’ -LaQOS State - beingshed doesnotaskwheth-
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eroneisClmsti_anorMuslim,

lngwe' " he said.
ccording to him; unity -

-Temains the strongest de- -

fence against those who
profit from chaos.

“The strength of Plateau -
has always been in its di-
versity. We must not allow
agents of division to weap-

_onise our differences. Uni-

ty is our

atest weapon
against Ly

ose who' profit

from instability, he
stressed.




