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Some of the protesters

...as kidnappers of council boss demand N100m ransom

Residents of llu-Abo and adjoining communities in the Akure North Local Government Area of Ondo State

yesterday used the remains of a victim of kidnapping to block the Akure-Owo Express Road.

For NE‘U}JS At YUUI'.
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The residents, including youths, prevented the free flow of traffic leading to gridlock along the expressway

connecting the southern parts of the country with the North.

The youths insisted that they would not allow vehicular movement along the road until the government
addresses the insecurity rocking communities in Akure North Local Government. Armed with various
placards, the residents said they could not go to the farm nor sleep because of the incessant kidnapping

in the communities.
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They asked the government to help them tackle the insecurity ravaging their areas. Some of the

"o

inscriptions on the placards included “We Are Dying, Save Our Soul” “Mr. Governor, Please Assist Us" “Our

Children Are in Danger and” We Cannot Go to Farms Again” among others.

The protesting residents insisted that Governor Lucky Aiyedatiwa address them to assuage their concerns,

as they could no longer go to the farms due to insecurity.

Despite the intervention of the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Adebowale Lawal, who persuaded the
residents to allow free flow of traffic, the protesting residents insisted that they would not vacate the road

as their lives are in danger every time.

Lawal pleaded with the residents that the security agencies including the State Security Network
codenamed Amotekun, and the Police would ensure the safety of lives and properties and would beef up

security in the communities.

The police boss also visited the monarch of llu-Abo, Oba Olu Falae, and told him that efforts were made
by security agencies to curb insecurity in the town. He said he would deploy additional policemen and

tactical units to check the insecurity.

This development came as the abductors of Joseph Aladesuyi, the secretary of Okeluju Local Council
Development Area (LCDA) under Akoko North West Local Council Area of Ondo State have established

contact with the family, demanding N100 million for his release.

A family member revealed to reporters that the kidnappers reached out to the family through a telephone

call around 7:00am yesterday and left no room for negotiation after the demand.

Aladesuyi, who is the Managing Director of Jotina Farms, was abducted on Monday morning on his farm
alongside two others in the Kajola axis of the llu-Abo Community in the Akure North Local Council Area of

the state near the Akure Airport.
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