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My two sons were killed

on community farmland over

chairmanship dispute — 65-year-old Enugu woman

My sons didnt die in a communal
clash. They were killed while working on
the farmland. It was a conflict between
two warring factions of youths. in .our
community, and my sons became victims
on October 29, 2025. Their names were
Chi chi Alum. They went
to the farm that fateful day but were shot

No. To the best of my o
knowledge, many people were
working on the farm. But the :
hoodlums specifically targeted
my sons. I don’t know who I
offended that made them

single out my children.
dead by some angry youths. Were any of your
How old were they? children ever
Chukwudi was 38 years old, while involved in a land
Onyekachi was 31. Chukwudi was my dispute?
first child, and Onyekachi was the third. No. They always
Chukwudi was married with two children. minded their

Were they both farmers?

No. They just had a farm. Chukwudi was a

businessman, and Onyekachi was a student.

How were they killed?

Both of them were shot dead on the
 farmland, which belongs to the community.
ilheardtherewasaﬁghtove:tbeland,
ilinked to the election of the community

chairman. But the most shocking part was
that some youths invaded the farmland and

shock, wondering why Late Onjektichi
the rival youth group v
murdered my sons. On that
day, there should have been at least 100
people on the community land, possibly
more, but the killers shot only my children.
What have the community elders
done to bring you justice?
The chairman came to sympathise with

Anuncle to the deceased men, Tony Ugun, tells BIODUN BUSARI
why his two nephews were targeted and shot

can you tell us about the
incident that led to yowr nephews’
deaths?

It happened in Octoher Two warring factions
?mngtheywﬂmsi% ity were engaged
In a long-standing €. One faction
Supported the community chairman, who is
Telated to me, as he married my niece, the sister
of the deceased ? josing faction did

heavily armed. They shot Onyekachi, the younger
bnﬂm,ﬁxst.As(!mkwudimshedtomrryhimto
safety and get him to the hospital, the gunmen shot
him too. The brutality was unimaginable.

How did the chairman react?

He called for calm and pleaded with his supporters
not to retaliate. He has always been against violence.
Without his intervention, thefe could have been
Dot support him because their candidate lost the
election. My nephenws, Chukwudi and Onyekachi, =%« &
vete caught in the middle of this conflct,

Who oumed the famland where they
wa-emldlled?

farmland belongs to the community.
Residents can farm on it, as they all have shared
bﬂltkitintnst.'ﬂleleaduofﬁleopposingﬁdion,
ho contested against the chairman, had once
threatened that nobody should work on the land.
nieAlmnhothax’h’llaswmwpportersof!his
'“dihﬂunom,butmbodyupededﬁlesrmanon
o escalate to murder,
gmwmmmmr
Was agonising and heartbreaking, Eyewitnesses
2id the assailants numbered around 100 and were

me. The chief of Nike also visited our
community and condemned the killing. They
promised to find the killers and bring them
to justice. I am still hoping the murderers
will be arrested and prosecuted. It would be

My nephews were shot by aggrieved youths
for supporting community chairman — Uncle

brutal reprisal attacks,

Mmtkindqfeleaioncwsaiﬂwamﬂy?

It was a community election, not a local
government election. When the ‘chairman won,
his opponent challenged the result in court. His
supporters were angry when he defeated them
legally. The opponent wanted the position at any
cost.

There was * violence and
m'sonqﬂerym Who
was behind this?

Some people wanted to take revenge for my

nephews’ deaths. That's why Lsaid the:chaisgan’s .
mlmwascrudal;heplwentedﬁmhermliaﬁon.
The bmtherswemkﬂledonWednesday, and by
'Ihuxsday,somefriendsofthedeemsedwereang'y
andmnmdtoretaliate.'l‘hankﬁmy,thedlaimn
wasabletomlmthesimtion.'n:emuldm
hwever,haveﬂedthecommunity.

Hasmtyﬂtb:glikedﬁ:happmedbdbn?

Tomylmowledge,nothinglﬂreﬂl'shashappened
inthemmmunitybefore.Peoplecmﬂddisasmeor
axgue,b\nnevertoﬂlee(tentoftakingsomeone's
tohytostopﬂledlaimnbyhannjnghisﬁmﬂy.
Hehadmomsupportusﬁmnhisopponmt

Doyoubmuifﬂlem'mirmbhmbem
arrested?

Ibwdthatmeanestshavebemmade,bm
lmnnotounﬁrm.[lameddmthedaﬁmm’s
opponent, allegedly behind my nephews’ deaths,
Wwas arrested, but only the police can confirm,

{ The chairman’s close

a grave injustice if they went scot-free.

What steps have the police taken to
arrest the killers?

I heard that the police have arrested the
leader of the youth behind my children’s
murder. But that is all I know. I cannot
confirm if it is true because I have been
at home receiving those who came on
condolence visits.

How many children do you have?

Six children. I have only four after the
murder of my two sons.

The killers are on

ally, |

Chinedu Emmanuel, tells |

§{ BIODUN BUSARI that the
suspected killers had yet to be
arrested
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thechairmanship
it led to violence?

The opponent wanted to become chairman
by appointment and knew he could not win a
fair election. He believed influential contacts
could secure the seat for him, but when the
community voted otherwise, he became

wiﬂxﬂ\egovemnmtorothuaganisaﬁom

f§§ Heis in charge of all community affairs.

Who were the attackers?

Some were cultists who called on members
ﬁomEmene,(‘mlCamp,Obiagu,andOgbohe
in Abakpa to join the attack. Around 100
people invaded the farmland, armed with
guns.

Howdldthcym'welmﬂlombemg
noticed?

They came in a convoy of three buses,
private cars, and motorcycles.

Has anyone been arrested? v

The chairman’s opponent was arrested at
ﬂ:eairponwhﬂetryingtoﬂeethecounuy.
'Iheattad:ersthansdvslemainatluge.

How would you describe the
deceased brothers? :

They were good people. They were targeted
to cause emotional pain to the chairman
because of their close
him. The attack was a




