34 feared killed as
gunmen attack Kebbi
communities
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BOUT 34 people
were killed on
Wednesday by sus-
pected Lakurawa
ilitants that
unched coordinated at-
cks on rural communities
Arewa Local Government
rea of Kebbi State,
The gunmen reportedly
ruck in broad daylight, at-
icking several villages in as-
wilts that lasted for hours.
Survivors said the attackers
ioved from one community
' another, shooting indis-
iminately at people,
Security sources confirmed
at Mamunu recorded the
ghest number of casualties
ith 16 deaths. Awashaka
st five residents, Masama,
ree; while two persons
ich were killed in five other
llages across the area,
Residents fled into nearby
Jshes during the attack,
hich triggered panic across
ie wider Kangiwa axis of
2bbi North senatorial dis-
ict.
A security analyst, BakaTs-
e, described the incident as
1e of the most lethal single-

day attacks in recent months
in the area.,

“The attackers operated
with clear coordination, mov-
Ing systematically and target-
ing civilians,” he said.

Confirming the develop-°
ment, chairman of Arewa Lo-
cal Government Area, SaniAl-
lyu, said security personnel
had been deployed in the af-
fected communities and were
pursuing the assailants.

Also speaking, the Chief
Press Secretary to Kebbi gov-
ernor, Ahmed Idris, said the
governor held an emergency
security meeting with heads
of security agencies to review
the situation.

He added that additional
operatives had been dis-
patched to restore calm and
prevent further attacks.

Efforts to reach the spokes-
person for the state police
command, SP Bashar Usman,
were unsuccessful as of press
time,

Security forces have since
commenced tracking opera-
tions to block possible escape
routes, while anxious resi-
dents called for stronger and
sustained security presence
to forestall further violence.



