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Two people have been confirmed dead, while 28 others were rescued after a two-storey building collapsed at 49 Coates
Street, off Oyingbo Road, Lagos, early yesterday.

The Lagos State Fire and Rescue Service (LSFRS) said it received a distress call around 12:20 a.m., and responders
from the Sari Iganmu Fire Station arrived nine minutes later to begin rescue efforts.
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The Director of the  Lagos State Ambulance Service (LASAMBUS),  Beatrice Makinde, confirmed that the deceased
were a man and an elderly woman. A resident, who declined to be named, said he was awakened by a loud cracking
sound moments before the building gave way. Another resident said a man who visited the premises late on Sunday had
not been seen since the incident, though officials have not confirmed this.

Teams from the Lagos State Emergency Management Agency (LASEMA), LASAMBUS, the Fire Service, the Nigerian
Police and the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) were at the site, using heavy machinery to search
through the rubble.

LASEMA’s Permanent Secretary, Femi Oke-Osanyintolu, said the operation would continue until everyone was
accounted for. He added that investigations were ongoing to determine whether structural fatigue or substandard
materials caused the collapse, and that anyone found culpable would be prosecuted.

Related News

Lagos upgrades emergency response with new ambulance facilities, trained
personnel

Fire guts 26 shops in Lagos market

Fire destroys 26 shops at Bariga Market, no casualties — LASEMA

Residents said the building had been repeatedly marked for demolition by the  Lagos State Building Control Agency
(LASBCA)  over structural defects, but the owner allegedly ignored the warnings and carried out unauthorised
renovations. Some tenants reportedly moved out after noticing cracks, while others remained until the collapse.

Emergency officials provided water, medical care, and temporary relief supplies to displaced residents, while authorities
urged the public to stay away from the area to allow rescue operations to continue smoothly.

Earlier, LSFRS Controller General, Margaret Adeseye, said 15 people: seven men, four women and four children, had
been rescued with varying degrees of injury and taken to the Federal Medical Centre in Ebute Meta and the Lagos Island
General Hospital.  She confirmed that the collapsed structure had previously been declared unsafe but remained
occupied.

Adeseye added that the LSFRS and other emergency agencies were fully mobilised to ensure that all victims were
rescued and accounted for.
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“It is an ongoing rescue involving an existing two-storey building which had reportedly been marked distressed before
collapsing on the occupants,” she said.
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